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was called, had always been specially favoured by the
rulers of Bulgaria, and the Turks continued their privi-
leges.   But gradually commerce fell off, foreign trades
were hampered by absurd regulations ; the highways
were neglected, the khans and caravanserais allowed
to  fall  into ruins.    The Christian rayahs were for-
bidden to build churches or possess bells ; their dress
was to be of one cut, their daughters were seized to
grace the harems of their masters.     Taxes became
enormous, tax-collectors extortionate.    Every Chris-
tian above the age of fourteen had to pay a poll-tax
or haratch of a ducat, a tax for ever}' head of cattle
and the tithe of the products of the field.   In addition
to this, he was forced to labour, as in the old days, on
the land of his feudal lord, who was often one of his
own countrymen converted to Islam.    These regular
payments were augmented  by the  irregular  extor-
tions of  corrupt officials, who, having gained   their
posts by bribes, had to recoup themselves for their
outlay at  the expense of their subjects.     One for-
tunate class of Christians escaped all these annoyances.
We have already alluded to the vojnik, warriors who
placed their swords at the disposal of the Turks on
condition  of  exemption  from  taxation  and  feudal
burdens.      Whole village   communities,  forming   a
privileged caste, were thus to be found side by side
with the downtrodden Christians, who did not care to
fight the battles of the Ottoman.    The traveller could
tell  the vojnik  by  his  parti-coloured garments, his
martial  gait, and  his  prosperous  appearance.     He
received, it is true, no pay; but that was an advan-
tage, for it could not fall into arrear, while his posi-